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receiving government concessions, in spite of the 
adverse report made by the Academy of sciences last 
year. 

— The Entomological society of London, the sec- 
ond of its name, held its fiftieth anniversary last 
month; and, in his presidential address upon the 
occasion, Mr. J. W. Dunning suggested that Pro- 
fessor Westwood of Oxford be made titular life- 
president of the society. " An original member, 
he has never failed us. During the crucial period 
of our childhood, he was the motive power, the life 
and soul, of the society. For fourteen consecutive 
years^ he was secretary, and for part of that time he 
was curator also. The council has seldom been 
complete without him, and during six years he 
yfsa our president. * Whilst he resided in or near 
London, he rarely missed one of our meetings. Even . 
Oxford cannot keep him away from us ; and there is 
not a single year, from first to last, that he has not 
been a contributor to our transactions." This pro- 
posal was carried by acclamation. 

— The unusual competition for the last 'Walker 
prize ' of the Boston society of natural history induces 
the society to offer the same subject for next year's 
competition; viz., 'Original unpublished investiga- 
tions on the life-history of any animal or plant.' 
While the partial treatment of the subject is per- 
mitted, preference will be given, other things being 
equal, to memoirs which embrace the "whole life-his- 
tory of an animal or plant from the early embryo- 
logical stages to the adult form. 

The society also offers, through the generosity of a 
member, for next year, a special first prize of from 
$60 to $100, and a second prize of $50, on the follow- 
subject : " A study of the venation of the hind- wings 
of Coleoptera, with illustrations of all the families of 
Le Conte's and JBTorn's classification." Essays in 
competition for both prizes must be sent to the secre- 
tary of the society before April 1. 

— Over four hundred members of the British asso- 
ciation have already pledged themselves to attend 
the meeting at Montreal in August, 1884. It is be- 
lieved that all the permanent officers of the organiza- 
tion will be present. 

— We learn that a series of fifteen original letters 
of Alexander von Humboldt to his intimate friend 
Wegener, bearing the dates 1788-90, is for sale in 
Germany. They have been made use of for the biog- 
raphy of Humboldt by Bruhns ; and extracts have 
been more than once published, — most recently, In 
the Berlin journal Oegenwart, nos. 30 and 32, of 1882, 
— but they have never appeared in full. Any insti- 
tution or private person desiring to acquire them 
should apply to Dr. G. A. Saalfeld, Hobsminden, 
Germany. 

— In the weekly summary T 1075, line 20, instead 
of 'acid,' read 'pentachlor- and hexachlor-com- 
pounds.' 



In the ' Weather in March,' p. 
town, Ind.,' read 'Fallstown, Md.' 



for 'Falls- 
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